Phase II trial of spirogermanium in advanced non-small cell lung cancer. An Illinois Cancer Council Study.
A phase II trial of spirogermanium was conducted in advanced previously untreated non-small cell lung cancer patients. The drug was given by intravenous infusion 3 times per week for 2 weeks, twice per week for the next 2 weeks, and then weekly. Starting dose was 125 mg/m2, and dose escalation of 25 mg/m2 per week was required in the absence of toxicity to a maximum dose of 200 mg/m2 per infusion. Fifteen eligible patients were treated, and no objective responses were seen. Primary toxicity was neurologic and reversible after withdrawal of the drug. We conclude that spirogermanium is not active against non-small cell lung cancer in the dosage used in this study.